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MAXIME CCXLvV.

To reafon fometimes quite contrary to the
mobile, S

That fhews a high mind. A great
Genius ought not to efteem thofe who
never contradi@® him. For that’s no
mark of their affetion to him, but of
their love to themfelves. Let him have
a care of being the fop to flattery by an-
" fwering it any otherwife, than with the
contempt which it deferves. Let him
even take it for an honour to be cenfu-

red by fome people, and particularly by
thofe, who fpeak ill of all good Jmen.

Let it vex him, if his afions pleafe all
forts of men, feeing that’s a fign that
they are not fuch as they ought to be:
what is perfe@ being obferved but of a
very few.

MAXIME  CCXLVL

Newver to give fatisfallion to thofe who
demand none. .

To give even too much to thofec who
demand it, is a blameable altion. To
make an excufe before it be time, isto

accufe -
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accufe ones felf.  'To be let bloud, when
one is in health, is a fignal for a ficknefs

_to come.’ -An anticipated excufe awakens

a difcontent that flept. A Prudent Man
ought not to feem fenfible of another’s
fufpicion, becaufe_ that is to court his re-
fentment. He ouglit onely endeavour to
cure that fufpicion: by a fincere and civil
deportment. . '

MAXIME CCXLVIL

7o know a little more, and to live a lirtls

lefs.

Others on the contrary fay, that ho-
neft leifure is. better than much bufinefs:
Nothing is ours,”but time, which even
they, who have no fixt habitation enjoy.

It 1s an equal misfortune to employ the -

pretious time of life in mechanical exer-
cifes, or in the hurry of great affairs,
One is not to load himfelf neither with
bufinefs, nor envy. ‘That’s to live, and
yet be choak’t ina Croud. Some extend
this precept even to Sciences.  But not to
know, is not to live. See Maxime 4.
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MAXIME CCXLVIN,
Not to put off to the laff,

- There are men of a laft impreffion,
(for impertinence runs always upon ex-

tremes.) They have a2 mind and a will
of wax. The laft applies the Seal, and

" effaces all the others. Thefe men are ne-
ver gained, becaufe with the fame facility
they are loft. Every body gives them a
tincture. They are the worft confidents
in the world.  They are Children as
long as they live : and as fuch, they onely
flote in the ebb and flood of their opini«
ons and paffions, always lame both in
will and judgment, becaufe they tofs
themfelves now to one fide, and by and
by again to the other. '

MAXIME CCXLIX.

Not to begin to live, where we fhould leave
of.

Some take their eafe in the beginning,
and leave the. pains to the latter end.
What is fubftantial ought to go firft, and
the acceflory after, if there be place for
that. Others would triumph, before

: they
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they fight. Some again begin their know.
ledge by what leaft concerns them, de-
laying the ftudy of things that mighe .
prove ufefull and honourable unto them,
till life is like to fail. Hardly hath fuch
2 manbegun to make his fortune,bu e is
gone, or going. The method is equally
neceffary both for knowing and living,

MAXIME CCL.

When muft onc reafon the contrary way.

When men fpeak to us with a defign
to furprize us. With fome people every
thing ought to be taken in a contrary
fenfe. The yea is the no, and the o the
yea. ‘To undervalue a thing is a fign one

efteems it : feeing he that would have it

for himfelf; depretiates it to others. To
praife is not always to fpeak good: for
fome, that they may not praife the good,
afle® to commend the bad. He that
thinks no body bad, will think no man’
good. :




236 Tbe Go.urtt‘ers Manual Oracle, or,'

MAXIME CCLL ~

We are to ufe Famang means, as if there

were none Divine's and Divine megns,
as if there were nowe Fumane.

- It is the precept of a great Mafter, and
needs no Commentary.

"MAXIME CCLIL

Nt altogether for thy felf, nor altogeth
for others neither. [f’ s

Both the one and the other is an infup
portable Tyranny. To be altogether fc[:r
ones felf, infers neceffarily,that one would
have all to himfelf. Thefe: men cannot
part with an ace of any thing that’s con-
venient for them. They oblige little,
they truft to their Fortune, but com-
monly that fupport fails them. It is good

-fometimes to forfake our felves for the

fake of others, to the end others may doe
fo for us.  Whoever 'is in publick place,
is by duty a publick Servant. ' Otherwife
it will be faid to him, what the old Wo-
man faid once to Adrian the Emperour:

" Renownce then thy place, as thou doft 1hy

duty. On the contrary, others are al-
together
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‘together for others. For folly runs always
to excels, and is very unlucky in.that par-

ticular. They have not 2 day, nor fo,

fnuch as an hour for themfelves, and they
are {o little their own men, that there was
one who was called Every bodies man.
They are not themfelves even in the un-
derftanding  For they know for all, and
are ignorant for themfelves. Let a man

of fenfe confider, that it is not he who is

courted, but an intereft that is in him, or
depends upon him. '

MAXIME CCLHL
Not to be too intelligible.

Moft part do not efteem what they
conceive, but admire what they under-
ftand not? ‘Things muft coft fomewhat,
that they/may be valued. One will pafs
for an able man, when he is not under-
ftood. He is to appear always more pru-
dent, and intelligent than is needfull,with

" him to whom he fpeaks; but with pro-

portion rather than excefs. And though
good fenfe be of great weight amongft
knowing men, yet fublimity is neceflary
to pleafe the moft part. We muft take
from them the means of cenfuring, by
bufying their minds in conceiving. Ma-

, Qs -y
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ny praife that which they can give no

reafon for, when it is asked them: be-
caufc they reverence as a myftery all thae
is hard to be comprehended, and extol| it,
by reafon they hear it extolled.

MAXIME CCLIV.
Not to flight the evil, becanfe it is litts,

For an evil never comes all alone, Evils,
as well as bleflings hang together as by
links. Happinefs and mifery attend thofe
commonly who have moft of either : and
thence it is, that all avoid the unhappy,
and court the fortunate. Doves them-
felves, for all their fimplicity, reft on the

faireft Pidgeon Houfe, Every thing goes

wrong with the unfortunate man, he is
wanting to himfelf, in lofing the favoura-
ble gale. Misfortune, when afleep, is not
to be awakened. A {lippery ftep is no
great matter, and yet it hath occafioned
a fatal fall, from which one could not tell

“how to recover. For as no good is per~

fe&, fo is there no evil neither at its high-
cft pitch. That which proceeds from
Heaven above, requires patience; and
that which arifes from the world below,
Prudence, '

MAX-

4
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MAXIME CCLYV.

‘fo doe fmall kindneffes at a time, but often,

Engagement fhould never exceed Abili-
ty. Whoever gives much, does not give

‘but fell. Gratitude is not to be overloa-

dedr For he that finds himfelf in an im-
poffibility to make fatisfaction, will break
off the Correfpondence. The way to
lofe many Friends, is exceffively to ob[lge
them. Being unable to re-pay, they with-
draw,and from being obliged,turnEnemies.
A ftatue would be willing never to fee its
maker, nor the obliged his b.cnefa&our.’ ‘
The beft method in giving, is to order
things fo, that it coft but little, and that
that little be earneftly defired, to the end
it may be the more efteemed.

MAXIME CCLVL
To be always in a readinefs to ward the
blows of Clowns, Opiniatours, proud Per-
fons, and of all other Impertinents.

There area great’ many fuch to be met

“with, and it is Prudence never to come

to a brufth with them: Let a wife man

dayly look in the glafs of reflexion, that
. he.
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he may fee the need he hath ‘of arming
himfelf with refolution, and by that
means he will difappoint all the jirks of
folly. If he think ferioufly on that, he’l]
never expofe himfelf to the ordinary
risques that men run into, by engaging
with Fools. A man armed” with Pru-
dence, will never be baffled by imperti-
nence. The Navigation of cwvil e is
dangerous, becaufe it is full of Rocks,on
which Reputation {plits. The fureft way
is to turn afide, taking leffons of cunning
from lyffes.  Here an artificious defeat
does grear fervice. But above all, fave
thy felf by thy wit. For that’s the thor-

teft way of making the beft of a bad bar-
gain. : \

MAXIME CCLVII,
Never to come to a Rupture. -

For Reputation by fo doing comes al-
ways off fhattered. Any man is fuffici-
ent to be an Enemy, but not a Friend.
Few arcin a condition of doing good, but
all almoft can doe mifchief. The Eagle
isnot fecurc in the armes of Fupiter him-
felf, if it offend the Beetle. " Secret Ene-
mics that lic upon the watch, blow the
firey when they fee the War declared.

Friends
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Friends that quarrel, become the worft
Enemies. They reckon their own choice
amongft other mens faults. Spetatours
of the rupture fpeak feverally of it, ‘as
they think, and think what they defire.
They condemn both parties either. for
want of forefight in the beginning, or of
patience in the end, but.always of Pru-
dence. If the rupture be inevitable, it
ought at leaft to be excufable. An indiffe-
rence would doe better than a violent de-
claration.  On this occafion, a handfome
retreat is honourable.

MAXIME CCLVIL

To look out for one that may help to carry '
the burthen of adverfity.

Be never alone, efpecially in dangers.
Elfe thou wilt charge thy felf with all
the hatred. Somwe think to raife them-
felves by taking upon them the whole
overfight of bufinefies, and they attralt
to themfelves all the envy : whereas with

~a companion onc fecures himfelf again{t

the evil, or at leaft bears but part of it.
Neither fortune nor the whimfey of the
people can play fo. cafily upon two. The
skiltult Phyfician, who hath not fucceeded
in the curc of his Paticnt, never fails Ito

take
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take the affiftence of anether, who yp.
der the name of confultation,, helps him
to bear up the Pall. Divide then the
office and trouble of it: for it is intolera-
ble to fuffer alone. R

MAXIME CCLIX.

To prevent offences, and turn them into
favours, '

There is more dexterity in thunning,
than in revenging them.It is great addrefs
tomake a confident of him, who might
have been an Adverfary ; and to transform
thofe into butterefles of Reputation, who
threatned to ruine the fame. It is of great
ufe to know how to oblige. To prevent
an injury by a favour, is to intercept its
courfe: and it is great skill in living; to
change that which was like to caufe no-
thing but difcontent into pleafure, Place
then thy confidence in malevolence it felf.-

MAXIME CCLX. .

Thou fbalt never be wholly at the devotion
of any one, nor any one at thine,

Neither is bloud, friendfhip, nor the
ftricteft obligation fufficient for that. For
it
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it muft be another-guefs intereft that can
oblige one to abandon his heart and will.
The greateft union admits of exception,
and without prejudice too to the laws of
moft intimate Friendfhip. The Friend al-

* ways referves fome fecret, and the Son

conceals fomewhat even from the Father.
Some things are made myfteries to fome,
and yet communicated to others; and
contrariwife: fo that a man refigns or re-
fufes himfelf wholly, according to the
diftin&tion he makes of thofe of his Cor-
refpondence. |

MAXIME CCLXL
Not to continue a Foppery.

Some make an engagement of their
miﬂa?:&: when they have once be-
gun to fail, they think they are concer-
ned in honour to continue. Their
heart accufes their fault, and their mouth
defends it. Whence it happens, that it
they have been taxed for inadvertency,
when they began the foppery, they pafs
for fools, when they continue it. An im-
prudent pronenefs, and a rafh refolution,
impofe no obligation. Thus, fome con-
tinue their firft foolery, and make their

“llinefs
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fillinefs the more remarkable, by a vani.
ty in appearing conftant impertinents, See
the Maxime 2,14. -

MAXIME CCLXIL
7o &noiv how to forget; .Y

That's a happine(s rather than an ar¢,
Thofe things are beft remembred which
Oq%:lt moft to be forgotten. - T'he memo-
ry hath not onely the incivility to fail one
in time of need, but alfo the imper-
tinence, to be unfeafonably officious. In
all that’s like to be troublefome, it is pro-
dlgal ; apd barren in every thing that
might give pleafure. Sometimes the re-
medy of the evil confifts in forgetting it,
and we forget the remedy. Memqry
then muft be accuftomed to ‘take another
. courfe, becaufe it is it that can giue us ei-
ther a Paradife or a Hell. 1 except thofe
who live contentedly. For in their ftate

. of Innocence they enjoy the felici
diots, y enjoy the felicity of

MAX:
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MAXIME CCLXIIL

Many things that ferve for pleaﬁtré, oughe
not to be peculiar.

One enjoys more of what i8 another’s,
than of what belongs to himfelf. The
firft day is for the Mafter, and all the
reft for Strangers. ©One_doubly enjoys -
what belongs to others, that’s-to{l‘ay, not
onely without fear of lofs, but alfo with

the pleafure of Novelty. Privation

makes every thing better. The water
of another man’s Well is as delicious as
Netar. Befides that poffeffion leffens
the pleafure of enjoyment,. it augments
the trouble, whether in lendigg, or in
not lending. It ferves onely to preferve

" things for another: and over and above,

the number ok the difcontented is always
greater, than of the thankfull.

MAXIME CCLXIV.
70 be at no time carekﬁ.

Lot takes pIeafure in furprize. It will
let flip a thoufand occafions to take its
men oéne day napping. Wit, Prudencc

and Courage ought to be upon the guardd,
) ' an
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and in like manner beauty, inafinuch as
the day of its confidence, will be that of
the lofs of its credit. ‘The Who thought
on’t is the trip that turns up the hecls,
Befides, it is an ordinary trick of otherg
malice to lay a fnare for good qualities,
that they may be more rigoroufly fifted.
The days of oftentation are well known,
and cunning pretends not to mind it : byt
it chufes the day when one leaft expects,

to make a tryal of what one is able to

doe: : .

"MAXIME CCLXY.
7o know how to eugage ones Dependents,

A pat engagement hath put a great ma-

ny men in*credit, juft as a fhip-wreck -

makes good fwimmers. By that, many
have difplayed their induffry and abili-
ty, which would have lain buried in their
retirement, if oceafion had not prefen-
ted. Difliculties. and dangers are the
caufes and fpurs of Reputation. A great
courage, in the occafions of honour,does
as’ much fervice as a thoufand others.
Queen fabelle of Caftile, knew eminent-
ly that leflon of engaging, as well as all
sthers: and the great Captain Gonfalvo
owed all his Reputation to that politick

Addrefs.
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Addrefs, which was the caufe alfo, that
many others became great men.

MAXIME CCLXVL
7o be too good, is to be waught.

He is fo, who is never angty. Infen-
fible men are fcarcely men. That quali-

.ty proceeds not always from indolency,

but often from incagacit}f. To refent
when it is proper, is the aétion of a com:
plete man.  Birds at firlt fight {corn your
carved figures. To mingle the fharp
with the fweet, is the fign of a good
relith, Sweetnefs alone is onely fofr Cthxl-
dren and Idiots, It’s a great misfortune
to fall into that infeuﬁbihstry, by being too

ood natured. _
. That man, fays ke, in the qungb Cri-
tick of the third part of bis Criticon, is
one of thofc who are called infenfible ;
of thofc people, whom nothing can alter,
and who are not concerned at any thing;
not fo much as at the greateft reverfe of
fortune, nor the imperfeCtion of their
own nature, nor yet the home-thrufts of
malice. The whole world may confpire
againft them,it’salloncto them; it will nel-
ther fpoil their Appetite, nor break their
fleep. And that they call igdolence, nay,
great courage too. : MAX-






