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he knows, the nobleft employment will
be to learn. - He devoured Books, which
are the food of the Soul, and the delights
of the mind' H’s great happinefs to
meet with the'beft on every fubject. He
learn’t the two univerfal Languages, La.
tine and Spanith, which are now a-days
the Keys of the World ; and the five par-
ticular, to wit; the Greek, the Iralian,
the French, the 'Englith, and the Dutch;
that he might make. his profit of all the
good that s celebrated in them. After
that , he -bequeathed himfelf to that
Grand-mother of life, the Wife of the
Mind, and the Daughter of Experience,
plaufible Hiftory, I mean that which de-
lights and inftruéts moft. - He began
with the Anciénts, and ended with the
Modern, though others take the contrary
courfe, chufing his Authours, and diftin-
guithing the ‘Times, the Dates, Centuries,
ad Ages ; fearching into the caufes of
the growth, fall, and revolution of Mo
narchies, and Re-publicks ; the number,
order, and qualities of their Princes, their
AQ&ions in Peace and War. - He walked
in the delicious Gardens of Poetry, not
fo much to exercife himfelf as to play
there. Yet he was not fo ignorant, but
that he knew how to make a verfe; nor

fo unadvifed, as to make two. Axr_xongf]ll
. a
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all the Poets he gave his heart to fenten-
tious Horace, and his hand to fubtile
Martial : which was to give him the
Laurel. ‘To Poefic he joined favoury
Humanity. ' Then he proceeded to Phi-
lofophy, and beginning with Natural, he
acquired the ftruCture of the Univerfe,
of the marvellous being of Man, of the
properties of Animals, and Plants, and
in fine, of the qualities of pretious Stones,,
Bit he took more pleafure in Moral Phi-'
lofophy, which is the food of real men,
as that which gjves life to Prudence: and.
he ftudied it in the Books of the Wife
and Philofophers, who have compiled’ it to
us in Sentences, Apophthegms, Emblems
and Apologues. He knew both Cofmos
graphies, the material and.formal, mea-
furing the Earth and the Sea ; diftingui-
fhing the Elevations and Climates, the
four parts of the world, and in them,
Provinces and Nations: that he might
not be one of thofc Ignorants and half
Beafts, who have never known what it is.
they tread upon. Of Aftrology he knew .
as much as Wifedom fuffers to be known,
&¢. In fine, he crowned his Studics by
a long and ferioys application to the rea-
ding of Holy Scriptures, which is the
moft ufefull, univerfal and pleafant ftudy
for men of .judgment. So that Moral
Pa Phi-
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Philofophy rendred him Prudent 5 Na-
rural, Knowing ; Hiftory, Difcreet ; Poe-
try, Ingenious ; Rhetorick, Eloquent ;
Humanity, Polite ; Cofinography, Intel-

ligent ; and the ftudy of Holy Scripture,

Pious and Devote. o

. He employed the fecond part of his
life in Travelling, which is the fecond
happinefs of a man that’s curious, and ca-
pable of making good ufe of it. He
fought and found all that was beft in the
world. For when we fec not things, we
enjoy them not fully. There is a great
deal to be faid betwixt what one imagines,
and what he fees, He takes more plea-
fure in obje&s who fees them but once,
than he that fees them often. The firlt

time one is contented, at all others he s

tired. The firft day, a pretcy thing is
the pleafure of him who is the mafter of
it ; but after that, it affeéts him no more
than that of a ftranger. He faw the
Courts of greatelt Princes, and by con-
fequent the Prodigies of Nature and Art
in Picture, Sculpture, Tapeltry, Jewels,
&c. He converfed with the excellenteft
men of the World, either in learning, or
any thing elfe, whereby he had the means
of obferving, cenfuring, confronting, and
putting the juft value upon all things.

He fpent the third part of fo fine 2
life

»

The Art of Pradences 2 3

life in meditating upon the much which he
had read ; and the more which he had
feen.  All that enters by the door of the
fenfes into this Haven of the Soul, is un-
loaded at the Cuftom-houfe of the mind,
where every thing is Regiftred. There
it is that things are weighed, judged, exa- -
mined, and the quinteffences of truths
drawn. . Ripe ageis defigned for contems-
plation. For the more ftrength the Body
lofes, the more the Soul acquires. The
balance of the fuperiour part rifes as

 much, as that of the inferiour falls. At

that time men judge of things in a far
different manner. Maturity of age fea-
fons Reafon, and tempers the Paffions.
From feeing, one becomes intelligent ;
from contemplating wife. The Crown '
of a Prudent Man is to be a Philofopher,
by drawing from all things, in imitation
of the laborious Bee, either the honey of
pleafant profit, or the wax that may ferve:
to make a Torch to undeceive him. Phi-
lofophy 1is nothing elfe but a meditation
on death. It is good to think on it many
times before, that one may fucceed in 1t
at the laft,

P 3 ‘M AX-
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MAXIME CCXXX.
" "To open anes Eyes when it is time,

All who fee, have not their Eyes open;
- nor do all that look fee. To reflect too
late, is not a remedy, but a vexation.
Some begin to fee when there is no more
to be feen. They have undone their
houfes, and fquandered away their for-
tuncs, before they made any thing of
themfelves. It’s hard to give underftan-
ding to him that has no mind to have it ;
and harder flill to give the will to him
that has no underftanding. They who
are about.them, play with them, as with
blind men, and they are a diverfion for
all the company. And feeing they are
deaf to hear, they never open their Eyes
to fee. Neverthelefs there are fome who
foment that infenfibility , becaufe their
well-being confifts in procuring others to
be nothing. Unhappy the Horfe, whofc
'II;'Iafﬁcr has no Eyes! He will hardly cveg
e fat. ‘

MAX-
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MAXIME CCXXXL

Never to fhew things before }l;qy be fnifted,

All beginnings are defeltive, and the
imagination is always prejudiced. The
remembring to have feen a thing imper-
fe@, takes from onc the liberty of think-
ing it pretty when it is finithed. To have
a full view at once of a great objelt, is a
hindrance to judge of every part of it ;
but it is.alfo a pleafure that fills the whole
imagination. A thing is nothing, till it
be all : and when a thing begins to be, it
is farther from being any thing, To fee
the moft exquifite Difhes dreft, provokes
more difguft than Appetitc. Let every
skilfull Mafter then, have a care not to
let his works be fecn in embrio. Let him
learn of Nature not to expofc them, till
they be ina condition of appearing,

MAXIME CCXXXIL
Tounderftand the Commerce of life a littles

All muft not be Theory, let there be
fome Praltice alfo. 'The wifeft are cafily
deceived. For though they underftand
the extraordinary, yet they are ignorant

P4 of
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of the ordinary way of living; which s
the moft neceffary. The contemplation
of high things, fuffers them not to think
of thofe which are common: and feeing
they are ignorant of what they ought
firft to know, that’s to fay, of whar eve-
ry. one doth, they are lookt upon with
wonder, or efteemed ignorant by the vul.
gar, who confider onely the furface, Let

a wife man then take care to know as

much of the Commerce of-life, as may
ferve to keep him from being the fop, or
laughing ftock of others. Let him be a
man of management. For though that
be not the higheft point of life, it is ne-
verthelefs the moft ulefull. What is
knowledge good for, if it be not put into
pra&tice @ To know how to live, is now
a-days the true knowledge.

MAXIME CCXXXIIL
Zo find out the palate of others.

Elfe you'll difpleafe, inftead of plea-
fing. Some for want of underftanding
the tempers of people, vex when they
thought to oblige. There are actions
that are flattery tor fome, and an offence
for others: and many times that which
was believed to be a good Office, hath

' proved
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proved a differvice. Tt hath fometimes
coft more to doz a difpleafure, than to
doe a pleafure. How can we pleafe other
men, if we know not their humour ?
Hence it is that fome have cenfured,think-
ing they praifed: a punithment which
they well deferved.  Others think to di-
vert by their Eloquence, and cloy the
mindby their babling.

MAXIME CCXXXIV.

~ Never to engage ones Reputation without

good affurances of the honour and inte-
grity of others.

To follow the way of filence, is the
way to profit : but to lofe, facility will
doe the work. As to the concerns of
Honour, it is geod always to make one
in company : {o that ones own Repura-
tion be obliged to take care of the Repu-
tation of another. One muft never be
furcty : but if that fometimes happen, let
it be done fo difcreetly, that Prudence
may yield to Circumfpedtion. Lct the
risque be common, and the Caufe reci-
procal, to the end that he who is the
Accomplice, may not fet up for aa Evi-
dence. . -

MAX--
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 MAXIME CCXXXV.
: To know how to ask.

There is nothing eafier for fome, nor
more difficult for others. Some there
are, who cannot refufe, and by confe-
quent there’s no need of a hook to draw
from them what one would have. There
are others again, whofe firft word is al-
ways #o : with thofe there is need of
cunning. But of whomfoever we have
any thing to ask, we ought to nick our
time ; as, for inftance, at the conclufion
of a good Meal, or of fome other re-
fre(hment, that hath put them in a
good humour : in cafe the Prudence of
him that is addrefied to, prevent not the
Artifice of him who defires. Days of
rejoycing are the days of favour, becaufe
the joy within fpreads it felf abroad. We
are not to prefent our felves, when we
fce another denied, feeing then the fear
of faying »o, is furmounted. When there
" is melancholly within -doors, nothing is
to be done. To oblige before hand, isa
bill of Exchange, when the Correfpon-
dent is a civil man.

MAX-

. .
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MAXIME OCXXXVL

To make that a favour, which would have
been afterwards but a reward,

That's the arc of greateft Politicians.
Favours, which go before Merits, are the
touch-flone of Gentlemen. An antici-

ated favour hath two perfettions: one
15, the promptitude, which obliges the
receiver to greater gratitude: and the
other, becaufe the fame gift, which co-
ming later would be a debt, by anticipa-
tion is a pure favour. A cunning way
of transforming obligations, fince he,
who would have deferved to be rewar-
ded, is obliged to a thankfull acknow-
ledgment. 1 fpeak of men of honour.
For, as to others, it would rather be a
curb than a fpur, to give them an honou-
rary before hand. - :

MAXIME CCXXXVIL "
Never to be prﬁly to the fecretsof Supe-

TEOUrS. -

You may think to fhare in the Plhms,
but it is onely in the Stones. . To have
been confidents, hath been the undoing

, of
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of many. It is with confidents, as with
the cruft of bread, that is ufed inftead of
a fpoon, which ruas the risque of being
fwallowed down with the broth.  Confi-
dence is not the favour, but the impoft
of the Prince. Many break their Look.
ing-glals, becaufeic fhews them their ug-
linefs. . A Prince cannot -abide to fee the
man, who may have feen him: and the
witnefs of an ill a&, is always ill looke
upon. One ought never to be too much
obliged to any body, and far lefs to great
men. Services rendred, ftand better
with them than’ favours received. But

above all things,the confidences of Friend-

thip are dangerous. He that hath entru-

fted his fecret to another, hath made him- -

_ felf his flave : and in Sovereigus, it isa
violence that cannot laft long. For they

are impatient to redeem their loft liberty :

and for fucceeding in that, they’ll overturn
" every thing, nay, and reafon it felf. It’s
a Maxime for fecrets, Neither to hear
them, nor tell them.

. MAXIME CCXXXVIIL
. To know the picce that we want.
Several men would be great, if they

waated not a fomembat, without which
they
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they never attain to the height of per-
feckion. It’s tobe obferved in fome, that
they might be worth-much, if they
would fupply a little defe&.  To fome,
{erioufnefs 1s wanting, for fault of which
great qualities havee no lufire in them. To
others, fweetnefs of carriage : a defedt,
which thofe that trequent their company,
foon difcover, and efpecially in dignified
perfons. In fome more brisknefs 1s defi-
red; and in others more refervednefs. It
were cafic to fupply‘all thefe defects, if
one minded them. For reflexion may
turn Cuftome Mto a fecond Nature.

MAXIME CCXXXIX..
Not to be too~quaint.

Ie's better to be referved. To know
more than is needfull, is to blunt the
edge of wit, feeing fubtiltics, commonly,
arc cafily crackt. ~ Truth well authorized
is furer. It is good to have underftan-
ding, but not a flux at the mouth. Too
much reafoning looks like jangling. A
folid judgment that reafons no more than
what is fit, is much better.

M A X-
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MAXIME CCXL. -
7o kwow bow to play the Igworant,

The ableft man * fometimes acts - this
part : and there are occafions, when the

,beft knowledge is to pretend not to

know.. Ope muft not be ignorant,
but. onely pretend to be fo. Tt fig-
nifies little to be knowing with Fops,
and Prudent with Fools.. We are to fpeak
to every man according to his Character.
He is not the ignorant wi® pretends to be
fuch, but he that is catch'd by fuch. Not

he that counterfeits, but he that really is |

fo. 'The onely way to be beloved, is to
put on the skin of the fillieft of Animals.

 MAXIME CCXLL
7o fuffer rai/lecy, -Gut not 1o ufe ir.

The one is a kind of Gallantry ; the
other a fort of Engagement. He that
is off’ of the hinges when people are re-
joycing, hasmuch, and thews ftill more of
the nature of a Beaft. Jocofenefs is di-
verting. He that can fuffer it, pafies for
a man of great ftock : whereas he that
is netled at it, provokes others to nc;t;lc

1im
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him the more. The beft way is to°let it
pafs without making too much on’t. The
greateft truths have always come from
raillery. ‘There is nothing that demands
more circumfpection nor skill. Before
one begin, he ought to know the reach
of him, with whom he .intends to make
himfelf mesry.

MAXIME CCXLIL
Zo purfue ones point.

There are fome onely good for begin-
ning, who never bring any thing to an
end. They invent, but- they profecute
not, fo inconftant is their mind. :They
never acquire Reputation, becaufe they
never proceed to a period. Thefe always
end by ftopping fhort. In others,. that
comes from impatience, and it is the fault -
of the Spamiards, as patience is the vertue
of the Flemings. ‘Thefe fee the end of
affairs, and affairs fee. the end of thofe.
They fweat till they have overcome the
difficulty, and then reft content that they
have weathered it. They know not how
to make the beft of their vitory. They
fhew that they can,but that they will not.

~ But after all, it is ftill a fault either of

inability, or levity. If the defign be good,
, why
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why fhould it not be accomplithed? if it
be bad, why begun? let a man of parts
then, kill his game, and let him not ftop
at ftarting of it. ‘

' MAXIME CCXLIIL
Not to be a Dove inall things.

Let the cunning of the Serpentgo in
courfe with the fimplicity of the Dove.
There is nothing eafier than to deceive a
good man. He that neverlies, eafily be-
lieves ; and he that never deceives,confides

“much. To be deceived is not always a
figa of brutifhnefs: For goodnefs is fome-
times the caufe of it. There are twoforts
of people that well knew how to prevent
a mifchief, the one, becaufe they have
learnt what it is at their own coft; amd
the others, becaufe they have learnt it at
the expence of others. Prudence ought
then to be as carefull to caution it felf, as
cunniog is to cheat. Have a care not to
be fo good a man, that others may take
occafion from it of being bad. Be a

compofition of the Dove and Serpent ;

not a Montfter, buta Prodigy.

MAX-
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MAXIME CCXLIV.
7o know haw to oblige.

Some fo well metamorphofe favours,
that it feems they doe them, even when
they receive them. There are men of
fuch parts, that they. oblige by asking,
becaufe they transform their own intereft
into anothers honour)) They fo adjuft
matters, that one would fay, others dif- .
charged their duty, when they grant
them what they ask, fo dextrous they are
in_inverting the order of obligations by
a fingular knack of Policy. At leaft they
make it doubtfull who it is that obliges.
They buy the beft thing with praifes:
and when they infinuate a defire to have
it, it is thought an honour to beftow it.
For they ingage Civility by making that
a debt, which ought to be the caufe of
their thankfulvefs. Thus they change
the obligation from paffive to acive, be-
ing better Politicians than Grammarians.
That, in reality, is a great dexterity :
but it would be a greater flill to fee into
it, and to baulk fucha foolith bargain, by
giving them back their Civilities, ‘and
every one re-taking his own.

Q. C MAXe






