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plete, and in its perfection. We have '

feen men who have been the refufe of g "MAXIME CC.

little Canton, and are now the honout of :

the World, being equally reverenced by 7o bave always fomething Rill to g[.:;/ir;,
their Countrey-men and Strangers ; by that one may not be wunhappy in his
the one, becaufe they are far oﬂ% and by happinefs.

the others, becaufe they are come from
‘a-far. He will never have great venera-
tion for a Statue, who hath feen it the
ftump of a Tree in & Garden.

The body breaths, and the mind af-
pires. If one enjoyed all things, he
would be difgufted with every thing,
Nay, fit 1; evend nl‘;tceﬂjyy forhthe ﬁztisfac-
: tion of the underftanding, that there re-
MAXIME CXCIX. main always fomething t% be known, for
feeding Curiofity. Hope gives life, and
the glut of pleafure makes the life a bur-
then. In matter of reward, it is prudent
not to give it all at once. When there is
no more to be defired, every thing is ta
be feared: and that is an unhappy felici- .
ty. Fear beginncth where defire endeth.

70 2e a Wife Man, and not an intrieguing
Man. :

_ The fhorteft way to attain to Reputa-
tion, is the way of merit. If induftry
be founded on merit, it is the true way
of obtaining ir. Integrity alone is not
fufficient ; and the onely Intrieguer de-
ferves it not : inafmuch that matters are MAXIME CCIL

then fo defective, that they infe&t .
¢, that they infet the Re All who appear Fools, are fo, and one half

putation. It is then requifite both to (
have merit, and to know how to bring alfo of thefe who appear not 10 be.

ones felf 1 .
es felf’ into play Folly hath taken poffeffion of this

World, and if there be the leaft wifedom
init, it is more folly in refpect of the .
wifedom from above. But the greateft
Fool is he that thinks himfelf wife, and
N 3 accuics
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accufes all others of folly. i

it is not fufficient to feen?l’ fo.T:ng ?’a;vigef’
to feem {o to ones felf. He is fo tha:
thinks not himfelfto be fo: and he who
perceives not, that others fee, fees not
himfelf. ' "Though the world be fo full of
Fools and Blockheads, yet no body be-
lieves himfélf to be one, nor fo much

as fufpects it.

MAXIME CCIL

é'zi;:ﬁe “zz?z_rl Altions render a Man accom-

We muft fpeak well, and act well. The
one fhews a good head, and the other 3
good heart: and both fpring from a fupe.
riority of mind. (Words are the fhadow
of altions. Saying is the Female, and
doing the Male. "It is better to be the fub-
Je& of a Panegyrick, than the Panegyritt,
It is better to receive praifes, than to give
them.” To fay is eafie ; but to doe, difhi-
cule.  Brave a&ions are the fubftance of
life, and good fayings the ornament of it.
The excellence of afions is permanent
tha_t of words. tranfient.) 'A&ions are 'the"
. truit of reﬂexxpnsw Some are wife, others

valiant, - -

MAX.
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MAXIME CCIIL
3

Zo know the Ex(:ellenci;.'s of ones Age.

They are not very numerous. ‘There
is but one Pheenix in the world. Hardly
is there to be found in an age a great Ge-
neral, a perfe& Oratour, a Sage. And
an excellent King is to be lookt for in
many ages. Mediocrities are common,
both for number, and for efteem : but Ex-
cellencies are every way rare, becaufe
they require an accomplifhed perfetion:
and the higher the form, the harder it is-
to get to be Capuain of it. Many have
ufurped the Sirnainc of Great from Cafar
and Alexander, but all in vain. For with-
out the actions, the voice of the people
is but a little air. There have been but
few Semeca’s, and Fame hath celebrated

but one Apeles.
MAXIME CCIV.

What is eaffe ought to be fet abouty as if
it were diffcult  and what is difficult s

if it were eafic.

The one for fear of flackening threugh
too much confidence; and the other tor
N 4 fear
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fear of lofing courage through too much
apprehenfivencs. The way to fail jn
doing of a thing, is to reckon it already
done: on the contrary, diligence fyy-.
mounts impoffibility,  As to great enter.
ptizes, we mutt not ftand reafoning, it i
enough that we embrace them whep
they ‘prefent, left the confideration of
their difficulty make us abandon the a
tempt. ~

MAXIME Ccv.
.."To know how to make ufé of Co;ntem/ﬁ.

The true fecret for obtaining the
things which one defires, is to undervaluc
them. Commonly they are not to be
found when they “are fought : whereas
they offer themfelves, when one cares not
for them. As the things of this World
are the fhadow of thofe in Heaven, fo
have they that property of a fhadow,
that they fly from him that follows them,
and purfue him who flies from them.

Contempt alfo is the moft politick re.
venge. ‘It’s the general Maxime of the
wife, never to defend themfelves with
the Pen, becaufe it leaves tracts, thatturn

more to the glory of their Enemies, than

to their humiliation. Befides that, thac
‘ : kind
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kind of defence gives more hpnour to
envy, than mortification to infolence.
It’s cunning in inconfiderable perfons to
vie with great men, that they may get
themfelves Credit by an indirect way,
when they cannot have it by right./Ma«
ny men had never been known, if excel-
lent Adverfaries had not taken notice of
them.) There is no higher revenge, than
Oblivion, For it is the burying of thefe
men under the duft of their own nullity.

Rath blades imagine to purchafe to them-

felves an eternal fame, by fetting fire to
the Wonders of the world, and ages. The
art of reprefling Calumny, s, not to mind
it. ‘To anfwer it, is, to doe prejudice to
ones felf. To be offended thergat, is, to
difcredit ones felf, and to give envy
ground of fatisfattions For there needs
no more but that fhadow of defe&3 if
not for obfcuring a perfect beauty entire-
ly, at leaft for depriving it of its livelic(t
Juftre.

MAXIME CCVL

We muf}t know that the vulgar humonr is
every where.

Even a#Corinth, and in the moft ac-

gomplifhed Family. Every one hath the
' €X=
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experience of it in his own houfe. ‘There
is not onely a vulgar, but a doubly vy).

ar humour, which is worle. Thjs

ath the fame properties with the Rabble
juft fo as the pieces of a broken Looking.’
glafs have all the fame tranfparency : but
it is far more dangerous. It fpeaks foo.
litbly, and cenfures impertinently. It i
the great Difciple of ignorance, the God-
father. of ﬁlllinefs, and the near Cofin of

uacking. [We muft not mind what j¢
ays, and far lefs what it thinks., It is
convenient to know it, that we may get
rid of it, fo that we be neither it's com-
panion nor objet. For all fillinefs is of
the nature of the Rabble, and the vulgar
is onely made up of Fools.

MAXIME CCVIIL
7o ufe Retention,

~ We ought to mind what we doc, efpe.
cially on unexpected occafions.  The
eruptions of Paffions arc fo many flippe.
ry places that make Prudence to flide.
There lics the danger of being undone,
A man engages farther in a minute of
rage or pleafure, than in many hours of
indifference. Sometimes a little pelting
fret cofts a repentance, that lafts as long
ag
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as life. Other men’s Malice lays ambufhes
for Prudence, that it may difcover foot-
jng. It makes ufe of that kind of rack,
for extorting the moft hidden fecret
of the heart. Retention then muft raife
the counter-battery, and particularly on
hot occafions. There needeth much re-

flexion to keep 2 Paffion in order. He

is a wife man that leads it by the Bri~
dle.  'Who knows there is danger, counts
his fteps. A word feegns as offenfive to him
that catchesat it,and weighsit,as it appears
of little confequence to him that fpake it.

MAXIME CCVIIL.
- Not to die the death of a Fool.

Wife Men die commonly poor in Wife-
dom: on the contrary, Fools die rich in
Council. To die like a Fool, is to die of
too much Logick. Some die, becaufe
they feel, and others live becaufg they

feel not. So that the one are Fools, be-

caufe they die not of fecling, and the
others becaufe they die of it. That man
is a fool, who dies of too much under-
ftanding. So that fome die tobe Ta-
derflanding Men, and ether’s live, not to
be underflood.  But though many die like
Fools, yet very few Fools dic.

; MAX-
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MAXIME CCIX.
Not to imitate the folly of others.

Is an effe¢t of rare wifedome; for
whatever is introduced by. example and
cuftome, is of great force. Some who
haye guarded againft particular ignorance,
have not been able to avojd the general,
It’s a common faying, that no man iscon-
tent with his own condition, though it
be the beft : nor diffatisfied with his wit,
though it be the worft. Every one en-
vies the happinefs of another, becaufe he
is not content with his own. Modern
men praife ancient things, and thofe that
are here, things that are there. All that’s
paft feems beft, and all thar’s remote is

moft eftecemed. He is as great a Fool thas

laughs at all chings, as he that vexes at
every thing. :

MAXIME CCX.
70 know how to make ufe of truth.

Truth is dangerous, but 'yet a good
man cannot forbear to fpeak it. And in
that therc is need of art. ‘The skilfull
Phyficians of the Soul have effayed all

mcans
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means to fweeten it. For when it tou-

ches to the quick, it 1s tl}e qu1MefIépce

of bitternefs. Difcretion in that particu-

far unfolds all its addrefs: with the fame.
truth it flatters one, and kills another.
We ought to fpeak to thofe that are pre-

fent, under the name of the abfent or

dead. To the underftanding, a fign is
enough: and if that be not fufficient, the
beft expedient is to hold oncs peace. Prin-
ces are not cured by bitter Medicines. It

requires art to guild their Pill.

In the third Critick of the third part
of the Authours Criticon, he faith, That
after many confultations about the means
of recalling Truth into the world, irom
whence men had banifhed it, to put
falfhood in its place, it was refolved to
make it up in a great quantity of Sugar,
for qualifying the bitternefs of it, and
then to doe it over with the Powder of
Amber, to take from it its ftrong and un-
pleafant fincll.  After that it ihould be
given to men to drink in a Golden Cup,
and not in a Glafs, leaft it might be feen
through it : telling them that it was an
excellent liquour, brought from a-far,and
more precious than Chocolate, Coffee or
Sarbet, 7hen he adds. They began with
Princes, to theend that in imitation of
them all men might drink of it. But
W fecing
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feeing they have a very delicate fmelling,
they fmelt the bitternefs of that drink ar
a Leagues diftance, which began to turn
their ftomach, and force them to vonit,
&'c. And in his Difcreet, in the Dialogue
entisuled, E/ Buen entendedor, he brings
in a Doltour, faying; to fpeak truth
now a-days, is called brutifhnefs and folly,
And he makes anfwer. And therefore

. no body will fpeak it to thofe who arenot

accuftomed to hear it. There remain
onely now fome fcraps of it in the world,
nor do thefe neither appear, but with
myftery, ceremony, and circumfpection.
With Princes, ("replies the Doctour ) men
always fetch a compafs. It concerns them
then to take good heed to that, (anfwers
Gracian) inafmuch as the lofing or gain:
ing of all lies thereby at flake.” (Verity,
adds the Doctour, is a Maid no lefs mo-
deft than beautifull : and that’s the reafon
why fhe goes always veiled. But Prin-
ccs then, (replyed Gracian,) ought gal.
lantly to uncover her.) It concerns them
much to be good Diviners, and fharp-
fighted Linxes, that they may dive in
truth, and difcern falthood. The more
every one ftudies to mutter onely the
truth to them between their teeth, the
more they give it them ready chewed,
and cafic to be digefted, to the end it

may
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may doe them the more good. At pre-
fent undeception is politick, it goes com-
monly betwixe two lights, either that it
may get out of the darknefs of flattery,
if it meet a Fop ; or that it may advance
to the light of truth, if it meet with a

Man of wit. | .

MAXIME CCXL

In Heaven all is pleafure 5 in Hell all
pain.  The world being in the middle,
has a [bare of both.

We are betwixt two extremes, and fo
we participate of both. There is an al-
ternative of ideitiny, neither can all be
happinefs,nor all unhappinefs. ‘This world
is a cypher, all alone it is of no valuc,
joined to Heaven it is worth a great deal.
It is wifedome to be indifferent as to all
its changes, for Novelty moves not the
wife. Our life isacted like a Play. The
Cataftrophy is in the laft A&. The chief
part then is, to -eng{ it well.

MAXIME CCXIL
Not to difcover the myflery of omes Art.

Great Mafters ufe this Cunning, even
' when
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when they teach their Trade. One muft
always preferve a Superiority, and con.
tinue to be Mafter. There is need of Art
in communicating ones Art, the fource of
teaching, and that of giving muR never
be drained. ‘That’s the means of prefer-
ving Reputation and Authority. To
have always fomewhat that may feed ad-
miration, by advancing things ftill to
greater perfection, is a great precept to be
obferved in the matter of pleafing and
teaching. Inall forts of Profeffions, and
particularly in the moft fublime employ-
ments, not to be lavith of ones felf, hath
been a great rule for living and prevailing.

MAXIME CCXIII.
To know how to contradift.

It is an excellent ftratagem,when one can
doe it,not to be engaged, but to engage. It
is the onely Rack that can extort Paffions:
Slownefs in believing is a Vomitive that
brings up fecrets, and a Key that can open
the beft lockt heart. To found both the
will and judgment, requires great dex-
terity. A flie contempt of fome myfte-
rious words of another’s, hunts out the
moft impenetrable fecrets, and pleafantly

wheadles them to the point of tle Tonglue,
that
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that: they may fo be caught in the toils
of artifice.) The refervednefs of him who
flands' upon . his guard,” makes his fpy
draw .off to a diftence : and fo he difco-
vers the thought of another, which other-
wife was impenetrable. “An affected -
Doubt is a falfe Key of a cunning contri-
vance , whereby Curiofity unlocks all
that it hath a mind to know.? < In matter .
of learning it is a cunning fetch in the
Schollar to contradi@ his Mafter, inaf-
much as it lays an obligation upon him,
to labour to explain the truth with grea-
ter perfpicuity and folidity. ) So that mo-
derate contradi¢tion gives him that tea-
ches occafion to teach thoroughly.

MAXIME CCXIV.
Of one Folly not to make two.

Nothing, more ordinary than after one
hath committed one piece of foppery, to
doe three or four more in making amends
for it. One impertinence is excufed by
another greater. Foppithnefs is of the
race of Lying,or this-of the race of that:
to make good one, there is need of a °
great many others. The defence of a
bad Caufe, hath always been worfe than
the Caufe it felf. Not to know how to

O cover
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cover the évily is a greater. evil than the
evil it f¢If. The revenue-of imperfedti.
ons is, to let:out a great many others fo
Rent. The:wifeft man: may very well
fail once, but not twice 5 tranfiently, and
by inadvertency’, but not deliberately,
See the Maxime 261. o C

"MAXIME CCXV. '

7o have an eye over kim that looks one
way, and roivs another. - '

. I’s the ftratageni of a man of bufines
to amufe the will that he may attack ir.
For fo foon as it is convinced it is over-
come. He diffembles-his intention, that
he may attain to it: he puts himfelf in
the fecond rank, that he may be the fir
in execution, He makes fure of his
blow through the inadventency of his
‘Adverfary. Let not then thy atten
tion fleep, fince the intention of thine
adverfary is fovigilant. And if the inten-
tion be the fecond in difimulation, the dif-
cerning ought tobe the firft id knowledge.
It is an ack of circumf{pection to find out
© the artifice that one makes ufe of, and-to
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*¢that he turns and winds, that he may

flily reach his ends, wé are to look well

about us what we grant to fuch an onc ;

and fometimes it will not evea be amifs.

to let him know that we have difcovered
his defigns. t C

MAXIME CCXVL
To fpeak clearly.

That fhews not onely a difengagednefs,
but alfo a vivacity of wit. Some conccive
well, and bring forth ill. For without
light the Children of the Soul, that'sto
fay, thoughts and expreffions, cannot
¢ome into the World. There are fome,
much like to thofe’ pots, which hold
much, and let little out: On the contra-
ray, others fay more than they know.
What refolution is in the will, expreffion
is in the underflanding.- They are too
great perfetions.) Clear Wits are plau-
fible ; confifed hcads have been admired,
becaufe not underftood. Sortetime ob-
fcurity is gracefull, to diftinguith one
from the Rabble. But how can others
judge of what they hear, if thofe who-

obferve the aims he takes for hitting the fpeak, conceive not themfelves what they NN
ends of his intentions. Seeing he propo- fay: ‘ ™

AN
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fes one thing, and pretends another, jand N
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