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the lefs will be the Law fuits.  We are

to accuftome our felves to that, in mat.
ters of no importance, that we may not
fail in it, when it is important. Silence
holds much of Divinity. Whofoever- i
ready to fpeak, is always upon the point
of being caft and Conviéted.

MAXIME CLXIL

To know the failings wherein owe tafes
pleafure.

The moft accomplithed man hath al-
ways fome, whereof he is either the Huf-
band or Gallant. They are to be found
in the wit, and the greater that is, the
greater, and more remarkable are they:
not but that he who has them, knows
them ; but becaufe he loves them. To
be paflionate, and to be paffionate for
vices, are two evils. Thefe faults are
the blemifhes of perfe¢tion. They as
much offend thofe who fee them as they
pleafe thofe who have them. Here is
the fair occafion for one to overcome him.
felf, and wto put the cap-ftone upon his
other perfetions. Every one levels at
that work, and in ftead of praifing all
that is to be admired, ftop fhort to Cen-
fure a fault, which, as they fay, disfigures
all the reft. MAXN-
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MAXIME CLXIL

7o be able to triumph over Fealoufic and
Envy.

Though it be Prudence to flight Envy,
yet that contempt is a {mall- matter now
a-days: Gallantry works a far better cf-
fet. He cannot be fufficiently- praifed,
who fpeaks well of him, that {peaks ill.
There is not any revenge more Heroick,
thanthat which torments Envy, by doing
good, Every good fuccefs 1s a ftrapado
for the cnvious man, and the glory of
his Corrival is a Hell to him. To make
ones happinefs to be a poifon to his En-
viers, 1s held to be the moft rigerous
punifhment that they can endure. En-
viers die as often as they hear the praifes
of the Envied revive.  Both contend for
immortality, but the one to live always
in glory, and the other always in mifery.
The Trumpet of Fame, which founds to
immortalize the one, pronounces death
to the other, by condemning him to the
punifhment of expecting in vain that the
caufe of his pains fhould ceafe.
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MAXIME CLXIIL

One muft wever lofe the favour of bim thay
1 bappy, to take compaffion on a Wresch,

Commonly that which makes the hap.
pinefls of fome, makes the mifery of o-
thers: and you may fee one that could
not be happy, if many others were not
miferable. It is the property of wretches
to gain peoples good will. " For all take
pleafure to gratifie with an unprofitable
favour, thofe who are perfecuted by For-
tune. Nay it hath fometimes happened
that a man hated of all the world in his
profperity, hath been pitied by all people
in his misfortune ; the fall having chan-
ged into compaffion the defire of revenge,
Let a man of wit then take heed of the
turns of Fortune. There are fome that
never aflociate but with the unfortunate,
He, whom they fhunned yefterday be-
caufe of his profperity,, has them for
Companions to day, becaufe of his ad-
verfity.  That Condud is fometimes the
mark of a good nature, but neyer of a
good wit. ' '

MAX,
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MAXIME CLXIV.
o let fiy fome fhot in the Air.

Is the way to know how that which s
intended to be done, will be received,
efpecially, when they are matters, the
iflue and approbation whereof is doubt-
full By that means we are fure to hit
our mark, and always at liberty to re-
treat or advance. Thus we pump out
mens minds, and know where it is beft
to fet our foot. That prevention is moft
neceflary, for asking pertinently, placing
Friendfhip aright, and for governing well

MAXIME CLXV.
To wage War fairly.

A brave man may, indeed, be induced
to make War, but not to make it other-
wife than he ought. All men ought to
act according to what they themfelves
are, and not to what others are. Gal-
lantry is moft plaufible, when it is ufed
towards an Enemy. Wec arc not onely
to overcome by force, but alfo by the
manncr. To Conquer bafely is not to

overcome, but to be Conquered rather.

Gene-
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Generofity hath always had the adyap.
tage. A worthy man never makes ufe
of forbidden Weapons. - To employ the
wrack of an old Friendfhip, in framing a
new hatred, is to ufe fuch arms. For ¢
15 not lawfull to take the advantage of 2
truft and confidence in revenge. Whate
ever looks like treachery infects the good
name. The lcaft atome of bafenefs is in-
confiftent with the generofity of great
Spuls. A brave man ought to make jt
his glory to be fuch, that if gallantry,
generofity and fidelity, were loft in the
world, they might be found in his heart.

MAXIME CLXVIL

Zo diftinguifb betwixt the man of Words,
and the man of Deeds.

This diftin&ion is as abfolutely neceffz-
ry as that of the friend of the perfon,
and the friend of the employment. For
they arc very different friends. He is
out of the way, who doing no bad
Deeds, gives no good Words: And he
again more, who giving no bad Words,
docs no good Deeds. Now a-days men
feed not upon words, feeing they are but
wind ; nor do they live on Civilitics,
thefe being onely a formal juggle. To

g0
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go a birding with a light, is the true way
to dazle the birds eyes. The vain and
fools are content with wind. Words
ought to be the pledges of aions, and
by confequent have their value. Trees
that bear no fruit, and have onely leaves,
have commonly no heart. It is neccflary
to know them all ; the one, to make pro-
fit of them ; and the other, to ftand under
their fhade. .

MAXIME CLXVIL
70 be able to help ones felf.

In troublefome encounters, there is no
better company than a great heart: and if
this come to fail, it ought to be affifted
by the parts that are about it. Crofics
are not fo great for thofe who can tell
how to affift themfelves. Yield not to
Fortune. For fhe’ll become infupportable
to thee. Some give themfelves fo little
help in their troubles, that they increafe
them, becaufe they know not how to
bear them with courage. He that un-
derftands himfelf well, finds in reflexion
relief to his weaknefs. A man of judg-
ment comes off in all things advantage-
oufly, werc it even fo come down from

the ftars.
M A X-
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MAXIME CLXVIIL
Not to be Monftrous.

All theHair-brained,Vain,Opinionative,
Capricious, Self-conceited, Extravagant,
Fawners, Buffoons, News-mongers, Au-
thoprs of Paradoxes, Phanaticks, and in
a word, all fortsof irregular perfons : all
thefe, I fay, are fo many Monfters of im-
pertirence.  The uglinefs of the Soul is .
ways more monftrous, than the defor-
mity of body, feeing it more dithonours
the beauty of its original. But who fhall
corre&t fo great and general a diforder 2
where reafon is wanting, direCtion has
nothing to doe: inafmuch as that which
ought to be the caufe of a ferious reflexion
upon that which gives occafion to pub.
lick laughter, makes men fall into the
vanity of believing, they are admired.

MAXIME CLXIX.

To take more heed not to mifs once, thanto

bit an bundred times.

When the Sun thines no body minds
him ; but when he is eclipfed, all confider
him. The vulgar will keep no account

of
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of your hits, but of your miffes. The
bad are more known by murmurings,
than the good by applaufes: and many
have not been known untill they fell.
All good fucceffes put together are not
enough to obliterate one bad one. Un-
deceive thy felf then, and take it for a
certain truth, that Envy will obferve all
thy faults, but not one of thy good acli-

oIs.

MAXIME CLXX.
To be fparing in all things.

That’s the way to fucceed in matters
of importance. One muft not at every
turn employ all his Capacity, nor fhew
all his ftrength. One muft be fparing
even in knowledge : for that ferves to
double the valuc ot it. There is a necef-
fity of having always fomething to truft
to, when the queftion is how to get out
of the mire. The relief is more confide-
rable than the fight, becaufe it is always
accompanied with the reputation of va-
lour. Prudence keeps always to the fu-

rer fide.  And in that fenfe the ingenious .

Paradox is true : That the half s more
than the whole. '

MA \‘
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MAXIME CLXX
Not to abufe Favour.

Great Friends are fot great occafions,
Much favour is not to be employed in
matters of fmall importance : that’s feat:
tering of it. The fheet Anchor is always
referved for the laft extremity. If we
fquander away the much for the little,
what will remain for the next need?
There is nothing now a-days better than
Protectours, nor mote precious than fa-
vour. It does and undoes, even fo far as
to give wit, and take it. Fortune hath
always been as much a Step-mother to
the Wife, as Nature and Fame have been
favourable unto them. It’s better to
know how to preferve our Friends, thar
our Eftates. |

MAXIME CLXXIL

Never to engage with him that hath so-
thing to lofe.

To doe otherwife, is to fight at a difad-
vantage. For the other enters the lifts
unconcernedly. Seeing he hath Joft all
fhame, he hath no more to lofe, nor to

husband ;
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husband ; and fo he runs hand over head
into all extravagances. - Reputation, which
is an ineftimable value, ought never to
be expofed to fo great risques. Having
coft a great many years in purchafing, it
comes to be loft in a moment. A fmall
breeze of wind is enough to freeze a great
deal of fweat. A Prudent Man is with-
held by the confideration that he hath
much to lofe. When he thinks of his
Reputation , he prefently confiders the
danger of lofing it. And by means of
that reflexion he proceeds with fo great
referve, that Prudence has time to retire
in time,. and to fecure his Credit. One
can never be able to recover by a Vitory
what he hath already loft in expofing
himfelf to lofe. -

MAXIME CLXXIIIL

Not to be a Glafs in Cowverfation, and
much lefs in Friendfbip.

Some are eafie to break, and thereb
difcover their infolidity. They fill them-
felves with difcontent, and others with
diftafte. They fhew themfelves to be
tenderer than the Eyes, Lecaufe they are
not to be touched neither in jeft nor

carnelt. Motes even offend them; (for -

they
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they have no need of Apparitions.) They
who keep them company, ou%ht to put
an extreme conftraint upon themfelves,
and ftudy to obferve all their nicities,
There is no ftirring before them, for the
leaft gefture difturbs them. Commonly
they are a felf abounding kind of people,
{laves to their humour, and Idolatours of
their filly point of honour, for which
they would turn the world topfie-turvey.
He that truly loves, is of the nature of a
Diamond, both as to its laftingnefs, and
its being hard to break.

MAXIME CLXXIV.
“Not to live too faff.

'To know how to diftribute time, is to
know how to enjoy life. To many there
is much of life remaining, but they want
the felicity of it. They lavith away
pleafures : (for they enjoy them not,).
and when they are gone on a great way,
they would be willing, if they could, to
come back again. Thefe are the Poftil-
lions of life, who to the fwift motion of
time, add the rapidity of their own
minds. They would devour in one day
what hardly they could be able to digeft
in all their life time. They live in plea-

fures
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fures as men that would tafte of them all

before hand. They eat up future yedrs,

and feeing they doe all things in hafte,
they have foon done withallThe defire of
knowledge it felf ought to be moderated,
that we may not know things imperfect-
ly. Thereare more days than profperi-
ties. Make hafte to doe, and enjoy at
leifure. It is better to have affairs done
than to doe, and the contentment which
_la(:{s, is to be preferred before that which
ends.

MAXIME CLXXV.
The fubflantial Man.

He that is fo, is not fatisfied with thofe
who are not fo. Unhappy is that emi-
nence that hath rothing fubftantial in it.
All who appear to be men, are not all fo.
There are fome artificial men, that cor-
ceive Chimera’s, and are brought to bed

. of miftakes. There are others that re-

femble them, and feta valu€ upon them;
being better fatisfied with the uncertainty
that a falfe fhew promifes, becdufe the
much is there ; than with the certainty
that offers truth, becaufe that appears lit-
tle: but at long run their Caprices come
to an.unlucky e¢nd, indfmuch as they

have
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have no 'foiid foundation. Nothing but
truth can give a true Reputation; and
nothing but fubftance turns to account.
Orie cheat ftands in need of a great many
others, and by confequent, the whole
building, is but imaginary : and feeing it is
founded in the air, it muft of neceflity
fall to the ground. An ill conceived de-
fign never comes to maturity. The much
which it promifes, is enough to render it
fufpeted : juft fo as the argument which
proves too much, proves nothing.

MAXIME CLXXVL
To know,or to hearken to thofe who know.

There is no living without underftan-
ding, it muft be had, cither by nature, or
at fecond hand. Yet there are fome,
who are ignorant that they know no-
thing ; and others, who think they know,
though they know nothing at all. The
faults that proceed from the want of wit,
are incurable, For as ignorants know
not themfelves, fo they take no care to
fearch for that they want. Some would
be wife, if they did think themfelves
fo. Hence it is that the Oracles of Wife-
dom be fo rare, yet they have nothingto
doe, fecing no body confults them. It is

neither
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neither a diminution of Grandeur, nora
fign of incapacity to take Counfel: on
the contrary, one puts himfelf in the ftate
of a knowing man by advifing well. De-
bate with thy Reafon, that thou mayft
not be beaten by ill fortune.

MAXIME CLXXVIL

70 avoid too much familiarity in Cowvers
Jation. ,

It is neither pertinent to practife it, rior
to fuffer it. He that familiarizes himfelf,
prefently lofes the Superiority that his
ferious air gave him, and by cox)fe?uent
his Credit. ‘The ftars retain their fplen-
dour, becaufe they mingle not with us.
By Divinizing, one gets Refpect, by Hu-
manizing, Contempt. ‘The more com-
mon humane things are, the lefs they are
efteemed. For cornmunication difcovers
imperfetions, that refervednefs concea-
led. We muft not be too familiar with
any body ;) not with Superiours, becaufe
of danger 3 nor with iniferiours, by reafon
of Indecency : and far lefs with miean
people whom ignorance renders irtfolent,
inafmuch that being unfenfible of the ho-
nour that is done them, they prefume it
is their due, Facility is 2 branch of a low
mind. M2 MA X«






