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© MAXIME v,
o be always ufeful. ;

< 1t is not the Guilder but t
that makes the God. A _,Malllleo? %ﬁz
had rather meet with thofe who ‘depend
upon him, than that are thankfull to him
To kecp People in hope, is Civility ; to
truft co their Gratitude, Simplicity. ’For
It 1s as common for Gratitude to be for-
getfull, as for Hope to be mindfull. You
get always more by this; than by the
other.  When one hath once drank, he
turns his back upon the Well : fo foon as
t}le Orange is fqueezed, it's thrown upon
t}le ground, When Dependance ceafeth
E leresan end of Correfpondence, and of
Eﬂecm alfo. It is therefore a leffon of

Xperience, that a Man ought to endea-
vour always to render himfelt ufefull, na
even to his Prince ; though he muft no)t:
aflect an excefs of filence, to make others
overfhoot themfelves, nor for his own in-

tere vil i :
{t render another man’s evil incurable.

M A X-

i3
1

.. The Art of Prudence. 5
 MAXIME VI
 Man at the height of his perfeﬂion;‘

He is not born complete; but dayly
improves in- his Manners and Employ-
ient, untill at length he arrive at the
point of Confummation. Now thefe are
the marks by which we may know an ac-
complithed Man : a2 quaint perception,
rcadinefs in difcerning, folidity of judg:
ment, traCtablenefs of will, and circum-
fpetion in words and actions. Some ne-
ver attain to that pitch, there is fome-
what always wantiog : and others arrive
at it, but late.

MAXIME VI *
7o bave a care not to outdoe ones Mafter.

All'Superiority is odious, butina Sub-
je& over his Prince, it is ever foolifh, or
faral. An accomplifhed man conceals vul-
gar advantages, as a modeft Woman hides
‘her Beauty under a negligent dress. There
arc many who will yield in ool fortune,
or in good humour ; but no Lody will
yield in Wit, and leail of all a Sovereigh
Wit is the Ainz of Attribuics, and by

B3 _ call=
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confequent, every Offence againtt it, is
no lefs a Crime than Treafon. Sove.
reigns would be witty in all things that
are moft eminent. Princes are willin
to be affifted, but not furpaffed. Thofe
who advife them, ought to fpeak, ss if
they put them in mind of what they for
got, and not as teaching them what they
knew not. This is a leffon that the Stars
reade to us, which though they be the
fparkling Children of the Sup, yet never
appear in his prefence.

MAXIME VIIL
A Man never taken in paffion

Is a mark of the fublimeft reach of
wit, feeing thereby a man puts himfelf
above all vulgar impreffions. ‘It is the
greateft of Dominions to rule ones felf
and paffions. That is the triumph of
- free will) If paffion ever feize the

mind, let it be without prejudice to our
employment, ‘efpecially if it be confide-
rable. That's the way to prevent much
vexation, and to gain a high reputation.

- MAX-

| Thedre of Prdovce g

70 falfifie.the defells of ones Nation,

imbi j li-
ater imbibes the:good or bad quals

ti&fv of the Minerals through which it
patles; and, Man thofe of the. Climates
where, be, is-born. . Some. are mare 'o%ln-
ged than others to their. Countrey, in that
they have.met with 3 more. favourable
conﬂelzl:tién in it. There is no Natiaa
how Polite foever, bup hath fome, origh

nal failing, which their. Neighbours, et

ther out of, caytion of emulasion confyts.

i iGory of an abl¢ man to: g
{rteéé, tgf ;,tlﬁaﬂ?rbcly_ thg cgn{ure of tm
failings. Thereby ope agquires thzal géo-
rious renown of being fingular, and that
exemption from a common fault is the
more efteemed, that no body expga_ lt}
There are alfo Farmly-defecls, defects oh
Profeffion, Employment and Age, vcglftml:1
concurring all together in:one an tb ],c
fame fubje&, render it an unfupposiable
Monfler, if they be not timely preven-
ted. _

Bg  MAX
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MAXIME %
- Fortune' and Rewiwn A <

~ The one is s fiékle, as thié other firm
and- coriftant. - "The firft ferves during
Jife, and the other after death. - The one
vefifts Envy, and the other Oblivion, For-
tunie'is courted, and fometimes ‘obtained
by tlic help of Fiiends. "Renown is gai-
ned' by Induftry. “The defireof “Repita-
tion'fprings from Virtue. Renown Hath
been -and"is the' Sifter of Giants : it is
always pon the cxtremes -cither of Ap-
plavie or Execration, -
o T ;

| MAXIME XxI.

T corverfe with thofe from whom one may
N learw Lo

¢ Familiar Converfation ought to be the
"School of Learning and ‘breeding. ' A
man is to make his Mafters of kis Friends,
“feafoning the pleafure of converfing with
the profit of inftrution. Betwixe Men
of Wit the advantage is reciprocal)) They
who fpeak arerewarded with the applaufe
that is given to wha .they fay; and thofe
who'hear, withithe profit they receivg

from

" The Art of Pradewce! > 9
i own intereft inclines us to
fmmelrtfatiglt.lls A'man of fen(e frequents
cl(])nv ompany of good Courtiers, whofe
;-Ie’ﬁf‘es are rather the -Thcatrgs ‘of He-
E’f than the Palaces of vanity. Th_ere
arc nflémc men who beﬁdgzs their being
g‘;acles themfelves, that inftruct others
by theit Example, are alfo fo happy, that
tg::ir Retinue is an Academy :gf Prudcncp
and Breeding.
MAXIME XII =
N;zture and Art: Matter and the Artift.
‘ . Beauty without h.clp,'no.r
per'lfzglirgnlstl?;.)t is not apt to fall into bar-

elping hand.
barity, if Art lend not an he'lpmg‘.u_)
“%rtlt{:arre&s what is bad, and perfects

‘ e
“what is good. Nature commonly denics

‘us the beft, to the end we may have rl?-
courfe to Art. The beft Naturedxaixt
out Art is but a Wildernefs : and how
great foever a Man’s Talents ma‘ybbe,l ulr:i
lefs they be cultivated, they are but 1:1 ¢
talents. Without Arta man'knﬂ(l)ws ‘ﬂ.
thing as he ought to do, anlc\i is Clownifh
in every thing he fets about.)

T -

- MAX-
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MAXIME Xl

Zo proceed fometimes cunningly, jbme,ti:;:e.g
candidly. , o

- Man’s life is a confli® with the malice
of man himlf An expert man for
Weapons ufes the ftrategems of intention,
He never does what he feems to have a
mind to doe. He takes an aim, but that
is to deceive the Eyes that look upon him.
He blurts out a word in the air, and then
does a thing that no body dreamt of. -If
he come out with a faying, it is to amufe
the attention of his Rivals, and whilft
that is taken up in confidering what he
drives at, he prefently ads what never
came into their thoughts. He then, that
takes heed not to be impofed upon, pre-
vents the cunning of his Companion b
good reflexions. He always underftan
the contrary of what one would have
him to underftand, and thereby he im-
mediately difcovers the falfifie.” He lets
the firt pafs goe, and expeds the fecond
~or-third with a good guard. And when
alterwards his Artifice is known, he re-
fines his diffimulation, making ufe of
truth it felf to deceive by. To change
his cunming, he changes his ground and

bartery.

The Art of Prudence. 33

ig Artifice is to have no more
l;gart:erayt;d}'«;ll‘ls his fubtilty is to pafshfroxtx’l
Diﬂ:lmulation to andqur. He,kw o% -
ferves ic with a piercing Eye, nownhg
the Arts of his Rival, ftands upczin s
guard, and difcovers darknefs un ar s
veil of light- He ungiddles a prol:_e ure
the more myfterious, that every tf ?gt ;n
it is fincere. And thus the wiles of Pysbe
engage the candour of Apole. .

MAXIME XIV.

The thing and the manner of the thing. .

fubftance is not enough, unlefs it
be'Ic‘:ll]:athed with'its circu‘m ances. ﬁ?x;
ill way fpoils all, it even disfigures Juf ¢
and Reafon. On the contrary, a gtlsce
full way fupplies all defects, it guilds a
denial, fweetens the fharpnefs thatfxs 113
truth, and fmooths the wrxpkles ?_o
age. ’ The Kow does much in all tlln%s.
A free and difengaged way charms 1t_1‘e
minds of men, (and makes the complete
t of life. .
Qr; Z‘irslelr;fuxime is taken out 'of the thzml/
Chapter of the Autl:oursAD/jcreet , De
modo y Agrado. And feeing that C/Jalptcr
is wvery inftruttive, the Reader, I/ aptc("2
will not take it il to have here an abfira

of it For |
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For this' great Precept, fays he, Cleo:
bulus got the'Reputatiorr of ‘the chief of
the Wife' Men. * And, indeéd, it is the
chief of Precepts. But if to teach it was
fufficient for procuring the pame of a
Wife Man, nay, and of the chief of the
Sages, what renfllins for him that fhall
put it in practice » For to know things,
and not to prattife them, is not to be a
Philofopher but a Grammarian,

In all things the circumftance is as ne-
ceffary as the fubftance, nay, and more.
The thing that firft prefents to us, is not
the eflfence, but the appearance. By the
outfide we come to the knowledge of
what is within. By the bark of the
'manner we difcern the fruit of the fub-
ftance: infomuch that we judge of Per-
fons whom we know not by their deport-
ment. '

The way and manner is that part of
merit which moft afles the attention.

‘And feeing it is to be acquired, he that is
without it is inexcufable. .

Truth has force ; Reafon authority ;
.and Juftice power : but they are without
lufer if the gracefull way be wanting ;
as with it every thing 1s fet of with
more advantage. Tt makes amends for
all things, even for the defeCs of reafon ;
it cuilds flights, paints deformiries, hides

tm-

The Art of Prudence. -
jmperfections, and in a word, dnfgmfcs-
evcé)r’ezlll%%al in 2 Minifter ; Valour ina.
Commander ; learning ina Scholar; Pow-
er in o Prince; are not enough, unlefs
thefe qualities be accompanied with that
important formality. But it is in no em-
ployment more neceflary, than in Soxe—-
reign Command. To be humane rather
than defpotick is in Superiours a fingular-
way to engage. To fec a Prince make
Superiority yield to Humanity, obliges
Subjects upon a double account to love
him. He muft reign in the firft place
over the wills of men, and then over the
reft. Conciliate to thy felf the good
will, and even the applaufe of all men, if
not out of inclination, at leaft by art.
For they who admire, mind not whether
thy way be natural or adventitious.
There are many things which are
worth but lictle in themiclves, and yet
are cftcemed for their manner. By the
help of that old things become new, and
return into fafhion. If the circumf{tances
be of common ufe, they palliate the un-
couthnefs of Antiquity. The relith of men
advances always, and never _recoxls. What
is paft takes not, and nothing but what
is new pleafes it. Neverthelefs, a little

beguile it, Circumftances
§hange e make.
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make things grow young 2 ain, the
cure t'herrl:g of the mufty %cgﬁ%, and thz
mouldinefs of Zoo often, which is always
intolerable, and efpecially in imitations,
which can never rife neither to the height,
nor Novelty of the Original.

This is flill more obvious to be feen in
the funtions of the mind. For though
things be very well known, yet they ne-
ver fail to raife the Appetite, if the Ora-
tour and Hiftorian hit upon a new way
of faying or writing them.

When _thinEs are exquifite, they cloy
wot, though they be even feven times re-
peated. But though they be not tedious,
yet they are not admired. And there.
fore it is neceflary to feafon them, other-
wife to the end they may excite atten-
tion. Novelty carefles and charms the
Palate.  And objets are renewed merely
by changing the Ragoe, which is the true
art of pleafing.

Two men fhall fay the very fame
things, and yet the one fhall pleafe, and
the other by the fame means offend. So
important it is to know the way how !
So ufefull is a gracefull manner, and fo
hurtfull an unfeemly ! Now if the want
of a manner be fo remarkable, what
muft that be which is attually bad, and
defignedly offenfive, and efpeciall); 1fn

thofe

The Art of Prudence. T;;

iofe that hold @ publick Poft? Thy

t(?l?)(:lr:i}{lh Air is butpg fmall defect, faid a
Wife Man, and yet it is enough to make
all people difguft thee. On the contrary,
an external agreeablenefs promifes a fuita-
blenefs of mind ; and beauty vouches for

humour. .

(’)'Q’I('ihc gracefull manner fo guilds and fets
off a No, as to make it more efteemed
than' an ill feafoned Zea." It fo skilfully
fugar’s over truths, that they pafs fqr
blandifhments : and fometimes when it
feems to flatter, it undeceives, by telling
People not what they are, but what they
ought to be.

MAXIME XV.

To make ufe of Auxiliary-wits.

"The happinefs of great men confifts in
having witty men about them, .who
clear them from the difficulties of igno-
rance, by difentangling their affairs. To
entertain Wife Men, is a grandeur furpaf-
fing the barbarous haughtinefs of that
fame Zigranes, who prided himfelf in be-
ing ferved by Kings, whom he had con-
quered, ‘It is a new kind of Dominion
to make thofe our Servants by Art,whom

Nature hath made our Mafters. l\/}an
125
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has muchto kinow, and.but a {hort while

to live ; and he livés not at.all, if he:
know nothing at all. It is therefore a-

fingular picce of skill to .ftudy without
pains, and to learn much, by learning
of all.. When that is. once done, you
fhall fee a man fpeak in a publick Aflem-

bly with the wit of many ; or rather,
you hear as many Sages fpeaking by his

mouth; as have before inftruéted him.
Thus, the labours of others make him
Fafs for an Oracle, fecing thefe Sages fit
)

is Leffon for him, and diftill into him. .

the quinteflence of their knowledge. Afe
ter all, let him who cannot have Wifedom
for a Servant, endeavour at leaft to have
it for a Companion.”

MAXIME XVI
.,"IA’nowle:/ge and a right intention.

Botli thefe together are the fource of
good fuccefles. A good Underftanding
with a bad Will, make a monftrous Mar-
risge. An ill intention is the poifon of
Humarne life, and is the more mifchic-
vous when backed by knowledge. That’s
an unlucky Wit which is employed to doe
evil. Learning deftitutc of true judg-
ment is double folly:| _

MAX

The Art of Prudence. 17

MAXIME XVIL

Not o follow always one and the fame
Condalt. :

It is good to vary, that you may fru-
firate the Curiofity, efpecially of thofe
who envy you. For if they come to ob-
ferve an uniformity in your ations, they
will prevent your enterprizes, and by con-
fequent make them mifcarry.) It is eafic
to thoot a Fowl that flies out-right, but
not a Bird which is irregular in its fight.
Yet it is not good to be always upon the
intrigue neither ; for at fecond bound the
cunning will be difcovered. Jealoufie is
upon the watch ; there is much skill re-
quired to guard againft it. (A cunning
Gamefter never plays the Card which his
Adverfary expects, and far lefs that which

he defires.

MAXIME XVIIL
Application and Genius.

No Body can be eminent without both
thefe. When thofe two parts concur, they
make a great man. - Anordinary Wit that

applies it felf, goes farther than a fublime
o C mind




18  The Courtiers Manual Oracle, or,
mind without application. Reputation

.is got by indefatigable labour. What

cofts but fittle, is good for nothing, Some
have wanted application even in ¢ha
‘higheft employments ; o rare a thing it
is to force ones Genius. To have rather
be indifferent in 4. fublime employment,
than excellent in aa jndifferent, is a defire
rendred excufable by Generofity. But
he is not to be.pardaned who refts fatis-
fied to be indifferent good in a fmall em-
ployment , when  bg.. might -excell in
a great.  Ope muft; have Art and a; Ge-
nius then, which be is.to complete:by ap-
plication, I L

MAXIME XIX: .t .0

Not ta be too much blazed abroad by the
noife.of Fames:r. i

It is the ufual misfortune of every thing
that hath been much talked of, always to
come fhort of the perfeftion that men
have imagined to themfelves., Reality
can never equal imagination, fecing it is
as difficult to have all perfections, as it is
eafie to entertain a notion of them. Sinhce
defire is the Husband of imagination, it
always conceives.much more of things
than they are in effeét, How great foe-

: ver

[

: umph. Things of ?th(i:s f()rldahavcthcir

© Jhe Art of Prademce. X9

¢ perfeCtions may. be, they never-match
Zlele pl_edea of them. . And as mea. find
themfelves fruftrated. of their e‘E‘P‘f’&ﬂ?tﬂﬂi
fo they undeceive themfelves in- ftead: 'of
admiring. _Hepe always lefléos the truth.
And therefore Prudence ought to corredk
it, by qualifying it fo, that the enjoy-
ment may forpafs the defire. - Some be-
ginnings of Credit ferve to awaken the
Curiofity, but not to endear the object
of it. It is moft honourable when the

ffet exceeds the notian and expectation.

“This. rule holds not. good in -evil, ;wjlgeg
exaggeration ferves 19 belie; calumpic, 80

detraction with the -greater applanfe, by
.making that appear tolerable which was

thonght to be abominablm;z‘,z‘ " :..-,j’f ]

MAXIME XX &7
NS TR NS IR .:}--:;
- . Every man in bis time,

: R T N A LA PR R R
People:iof. extraordindry: and eminert
merit depend on thé Tumes. All have
not had:the Age they deférved, and.nis-
ny who have met with that, have not
had the happinefs to make-the beft of it.
Others have been worthy of a better
Age ; whichi is an argument, that every
thing that is good, does not always trl-

fea
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feafons, and that which is moft emi

is obnoxious to the ﬁeakimnef:rglfn%]::
ftome. But it is always the comfort of a
Wife Matl:', that he is Eternal. For if his
own age be ungratefull to hi

come after doe him Juftice. , thofe that

MAXFME XX
The A7t of being happy.

R
- There are rules of good Fortune ; and
EHapp'{nefs_ in regard of a Wife Man is not
always fortuitous.. His induftry. can help
it forwards.” Some think it enough to
ftand-at the Gate of Fortune.in a good
pofture, and expeé till fhe opénit. Others
doe better, and trufting to their confidence
or merit advance farther on,fo that by cajo-
ling of Fortune, foon or late they gain her.
However, accotding to right Philofophy,
vertue and application are the onely Ar-
“biters of a man’s lot. For:as imprudence
-is the fource of all the croffes of life, fo
Prudence is the caufe of all its happinefs.

MAXIME XXIL
ﬂg‘Man that takes,

A gentile Education is the 'pdrtion of
e Men

The Art of Prudence. 21

Men of Breeding. The knowledge of
the Affairs of the Time, good fayings
fpoken to purpofe, pleafant ways of do-
ing things, make the man of fathion : and
the more he excells in thefe things, the
lefs he holds of the vulgar. Sometimes
a fign or gefture makes deeper impre(fion.
than all the documents of a fevere Mater.

“The art of converfing hath ftood in grea-

ter ftead to fome, than the feven liberal
Arts all together.’

MAXIME XXIIL
7o have no blemifb.

There is no perfetion without an 7f,
or a But. ‘There are but very tew that
want faults, either in manners or body.
But there are a great many who are vain
of the faults, which it would be eafie for
them to amend. When we fee the final-
let defect in an accomplithed man, we
fay it’s pity, becaufe onc Cloud is enoagh
to eclipfe all the Sun.  Thefe delc&ts are
blemifhes at which envy levels. It would
be a potable pigce of skill to change them
into perfctions, as Fulius Cfar did, who
being, bald, covered that defect under the
fhadow of his Laurels.

C3 MAX-






