








aims to enhance children’s natural tendency to com-
passion; and Potts observes that if cruelty is linked to
the evolution of male coalitional aggression, anything
enhancing women’s role in society “is likely to promote a
. . . less cruel society.”

I agree with Potter that shame is an inappropriate
method for cruelty prevention and respond that I did
not advocate its use, but rather, a reinforcement of the
“automatic, blindly functioning apparatus of self-
control,” described by Elias (1939/2000, p. 368). Potter
goes on to ask whether prevention would be served by
listening to the voices of perpetrators: It is certainly true
that those who do terrible things misrepresent their
motives to themselves and others. But the probe questions
I have suggested are not about motives, but gratifications.
Though torturers may also block access to the emotions
they experienced, this approach cannot be dismissed a
priori until there has been a serious attempt to interview
perpetrators under conditions of clinical confidentiality
and empathy.

R8. Rebuttals

Ainslie doubts if human hunters are rewarded by the suf-
fering of their prey: suffering is an emotive word, and it
diverts attention from the question I attempted to
answer, which is whether hunters are rewarded by the
death of their prey – which is necessarily accompanied
by blood and pain. I believe that they are – though in
hunting, pain, blood, and death are the accompaniments
of a different goal-directed activity, which is the death of
the prey for nutrition or as a trophy. In cruelty, the goal
is pain in itself, for which this evolutionarily old set of rein-
forcers, the PBD complex, is available. Ainslie also asks
whether cat-and-mouse play is cruel, or a challenging
game: In terms of my contention that Toms do not have
a ToM (to borrow his word-play), this game cannot be
cruel (it is not, by the way, a game that is restricted to
cats: I have watched a puppy batting a beetle from paw
to paw, letting it escape, and pouncing again to continue
playing).

Bandura asks why motorcycle racing is a vestige of the
pain-blood-death complex. I could equally have cited any
number of spectacles in which the risk of injury or death is
present: Circus high-wire and trapeze acts without a safety
net are paradigmatic of the audience appeal of entertain-
ments over which injury and death hover. And the func-
tional value to the competitors of winning prizes has
nothing to do with my argument, which is about the audi-
ence appeal of life-threatening displays.

I agree with Bandura that the third stage of cruelty
requires the most detailed theoretical specification,
which, within the BBS space limitations given, it gets. So
I don’t think he is correct in saying that I give surprisingly
little attention to the social uses of power; nor do I think
that the link from predation to cruelty is enigmatic. I
don’t think that my argument for the beauty of war can
be taken as a dismissal of its horrors and the psychological
scars it leaves; but it is also necessary to acknowledge that
entire populations can be seduced by the glamour of war.
With regard to the gratifications of remote killing, which
Bandura doubts, a missile designer once showed me a
video of a rocket homing in on a drone and exploding:

His pleasure was tangible. Similarly, newspaper accounts
of pilots interviewed on their return from high-altitude
bombing missions in the Persian Gulf, in which the
bomb damage is unseen, speak with exultance of “being
effective.” Anecdotes, certainly – but again, there is a
clear need for research on the psychology of remote
killing.

Finally, that cruelty is male gendered (Herzog &
Arluke observe that animal cruelty is a predominantly
male enterprise) does not mean that all males are cruel
or violent all the time, as Bandura seems to suggest, or
that women are incapable of cruelty; and I don’t think
that my text suggests either of these outcomes.

I agree with Behrendt that pain and blood are unlikely
to represent rewards for the sake of which the animal kills.
My argument is that pain and blood become attached to
the gratification of feeding, and provide some of the rein-
forcers needed to sustain the heavy time and energy
demands of predation.

Kotchoubey’s intemperate commentary is remarkable
(to quote from his epigraph) for its fury, and repeatedly
misrepresents my argument. I didn’t suggest that hyenas
and lions were cruel or that they “torment” their victims,
and I can’t follow how he has arrived at this serious
misreading of my text despite my definitional restriction
of cruelty to hominids. His rebuke that the papers by
Haney et al. (1973) and Milgram (1969/1974) are not
“examples of empirical work on cruelty” is another
misreading: the text there is that these papers show the
ease with which situations can overwhelm values and,
therefore, can elicit cruelty in otherwise decent people.
Why is Milgram’s work unrelated to the theme of the
target article? – on the contrary, situational press is
central to my argument. I am not offended by the
suggestion that I am an armchair philosopher or that I
write belles lettres (which is elegantly aesthetic literature),
but I certainly am offended by the accusation that my
article is “propaganda”: In what cause does Kotchoubey
think I might be disseminating deceptive or distorted
information?

His most egregious misrepresentation is of my para-
graph on the dangers of studying cruelty. The comparison
with Freud is apposite, because a universal potential for
cruelty in the twenty first century, like infantile sexuality
in the nineteenth, is a taboo subject. But how Kotchou-
bey gets from this parallel to the absurd conclusion,
quite unrelated to my text, that I am pre-emptively
devaluing any criticism of my work, is beyond me. The
evidence, if any is needed, is in the number and vigour
of the commentaries, including his own.

The most interesting aspect of Kotchoubey’s commen-
tary is the dichotomy he sets up between science and cul-
tural analysis. Indeed, he is paradigmatic of a hard science
approach, arguing that only the evaluation of empirical
results can “describe the truth about cruelty,” or, presum-
ably, any other psychological topic. This is a view explicitly
rejected by BBS, which in its publication criteria includes
articles “dealing with social or philosophical aspects of the
behavioral and brain sciences.” I don’t believe that that a
dogmatic empiricism, reminiscent of the excesses of beha-
viourism, is appropriate to psychology, which stands with
one foot in the laboratory and the other in phenomenology
(the investigation and description of the plenitude of con-
scious experience). Any value my article may have derives
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from the vigorous pursuit of a historico-phenomenological
approach.

As an executive of a humane society, Rowan is in a
strong position to comment on my animal-baiting
materials. However, I would urge caution in generalising
from the findings of the South African study that sadistic
cruelty was rare: Organised dogfights in empty swimming
pools and incidents of animal torture are reported from
time to time in the South African press, but take place
behind a veil of secrecy that is not penetrated by animal
lovers or humane societies. The true extent of sadistic
cruelty to animals may be greater than we would like to
think.

I am puzzled by Zangwill’s objections to my definition
of cruelty, and suspect that he may have left his argument
unfinished. His first objection is that one cannot exclude
certain cases by fiat, as, for example, in medical treatment.
But surely it is in the nature of taxonomies not only to
define, but also to exclude? He goes on to write that my
definition does not fit the human phenomena we call
cruel because I need “a notion of cruelty that applies to
both human beings and animals.” This is not so, because
I have carefully excluded animals on the grounds that
they may be aggressive but cannot be cruel.
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