
To mark the 20th Anniversary of  Vanessa Siddle Walker’s 

Their Highest Potential: An African American School Community in 

the Segregated South, this symposium will offer vibrant and 

thoughtful reflections that extend our understanding of  Their 

Highest Potential as it relates to educational history, policy, and 

practice. Participants will share interdisciplinary perspectives 

on the work’s historiographical significance; its import for 

considering desegregation, resegregation, and school choice; 

its relationship to literacy, social justice, teacher education, 

and black educational research; contemporary manifestations 

of  theory, practice, and school leadership; and considerations 

of  the work in light of  what we know now about black edu-

cational history. This symposium signals the importance of  

amplifying African American voices, past and present, who 

speak to their respective contexts and experiences, and chal-

lenges us to consider if  and how we take heed of  their voices 

today. 
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